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PLANET HIRUZEN

Hiruzen Excavated 2000 Years Later

Welcome to The Hiruzen Museum of the 41st Century!

The Hiruzen Plateau, surrounded by multiple volcanoes, is famous as a touris
and resort area.

However, during the first half of the 20th century, we can see the shado
of war, as the production of military horses was carried out there and
"Hiruzenbara Army Training Ground" (1935~45) was established.

The seemingly peaceful Hiruzen Plateau, covered with greenery also has the
potential to become a modern-day Pompeii.
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PLANET STORAGE
The Storage Room 2000 Years Later

This is the storage room of “The Hiruzen Museum of the 41st Century”
Various objects excavated from the Hiruzen area were categorized and organized in the laboratory on the first
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floor, and then put into storage cases.

This classification was done by archaeologists and curators in the 41st century and some of them have not been
sorted out yet.
There may be some misunderstandings or classifications that did not exist in the 21st century.
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PLANET TOMB MUSEUM

Ancient Tomb Museum of the 41st Century
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Back and Forth Between Future and Past
On the Exhibition of Shibakawa Toshiyuki

Maebara Shigeo

Historian and Director, Maniwa City Hiruzen Museum and Museum of Hiruzen Area, Maniwa City

In the spring of 2022, the Museum of Hiruzen Area
celebrated its 30th anniversary. Taking advantage
of its location adjacent to the Ancient Cemeteries
of Yotsuzuka, Hiruzenbara, a National Historic
Site, the museum was launched with a mission to
showcase the history and culture of the Hiruzen
area, focusing on prehistory and ancient times.
The museum subsequently added artifacts of the
medieval and later period, and today it is a facility
that offers an overview of the area’s history from
the Paleolithic era to the present day.

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the
museum’s opening, there was a question I felt

we ought to pause and reflect on, namely “What
is the nature of the progress the Hiruzen region
has made so far?” This query is not limited to
Hiruzen, indeed it is one that everyone living
today in every society must shoulder equally.
Imagining potential futures can at times be akin
to daydreaming, but at times it also has highly
serious implications. Possibilities seem endless,
but in reality, there are limits to what can be
accomplished amid the current state of affairs.
The natural environment, war, human rights---
the list of issues goes on. While remaining hopeful
about the unlimited potential of the future, we find
that depending on how various current situations
play out, our options may be limited. In this sense
thinking about the future is synonymous with
thinking about the present, while at the same time,
the roots of our current problems lie in the past.
We try to learn lessons from the past, understand
the present, and look to the future. Imagining a
prosperous future and applying what we have
imagined to the present and past can be a step
toward bettering not only ourselves but also our
society and the world.

Shibakawa Toshiyuki’s works gently insist that
we take such journeys back and forth through
time. What will we leave for the future? What

will remain of its own accord? Are we choosing
the right things to leave behind? And what of the
richness and wonder of things that do not remain
in physical form? When we envision the future
2,000 years from now, it is a seemingly daunting
and alien world, but we must not forget that this
world is an extension of our present-day lives.
When we think of the future, we tend to think of
what we can imagine 10, 50, or 100 years from
now, but we should not forget to think of the long
term, 2,000 years down the road. Today, we can
obtain insights about environmental and resource
issues by looking at artifacts from the Paleolithic
era, more than 30,000 years ago. Taking a broader
view of the past and future may illuminate issues
other than those that face us in the short term.

In general, both worldwide and in Japan, most of
the relics that endure from the earliest periods
are those of common people, but the more
communities and nation-states are established,
the more of these relics come to be related to the
people’s rulers. The expansion of communities
and nation-states is correlated with an increase in
materials related to their rulers, and the number
of materials of rulers and those of the common
people becomes equal. Viewers of Shibakawa’s
works will find that most of them point to scenes
from the ordinary lives of common people today.
I believe that exploring the meanings of these
works is part of a dialogue with Shibakawa.

Thanks in part to the progress of comparative
studies, the archaeological relics we excavate
today are more likely to reveal the hierarchical,
gender, and regional characteristics of the people
who originally used them. However, in today’s
increasingly globalized and genderless society, the
attributes of the objects we use have become more
diverse. If the objects we use are unearthed 2,000
vears from now, will it be possible to interpret the
distinctive character of the regions where they
were used? To determine the skin color, gender
and so forth of the people who used them? Will it
be a world where it is even necessary to identify
them?

What will remain of our present world in the

distant future? Shibakawa’s works offer a ticket
for a voyage with a panoramic view of our past,
present, and future. Imbued with soul, his works
have the power to make such a journey possible.
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